
 

 

Every year since 2005, TAO-Pilipinas’ 
Young Professionals (YP) program 
organizes the YP Workshop on Social 
Housing to provide a balanced theoretical 

and practical learning experience for committed young 
professionals as foundation for a socially-responsive 
professional practice. The YP Workshop activities give 
YPs who are interested in community development work 
with opportunities to focus their talents and energy in 
serving poor communities and as a result, they gain a 
deeper understanding of social housing issues. 
 
The thematic focus for the 2009 YP Workshop shall be on 
water and sanitation or Wat-San. The 6-day capability-
building program is tentatively scheduled on October 
19-24, 2009, with training and community immersion sites 
(to be announced) in Metro Manila. 
  
The 2009 YP Workshop Objectives: 
 Orient young design professionals and students on social housing 

through training activities that will enable better appreciation of 
the concerns/issues affecting the urban poor; 

 Provide a venue for discussion among experts, young design 
professionals/ students and urban poor community 
representatives on water and sanitation issues as they relate to 
social housing; 

 Encourage the involvement of young design 
professionals/students in community development work through 
immersion, direct interaction, and the opportunity to implement a 
small community project after the workshop; and 

 Provide participating communities with options to address 
community problems that require technical assistance through a 
collaborative partnership with young professionals in 
implementing a small community project. 

 
The 2009 YP Workshop Provisional Agenda: 
(Dates and program details are subject to change.) 
 
Day 1 – Orientation Sessions on Social Housing 

Session 1A: Design Professionals and Sustainable Human Settlements 
Development 

Session 1B: Tools and Approaches to Social Housing 
Session 1C: YPs and Communities as Collaborative Partners in Building 

Sustainable Communities 
Day 2 – Lecture Sessions on Water & Sanitation 

Session 2A: The Water and Sanitation Challenge for Young Professionals  
Session 2B: Water Supply Availability, Management and Sustainability 
Session 2C: Urban Sanitation Management 
Session 2D: Water and Sanitation Options for Poor Communities 

Day 3 – Field Visits 
Field visit itinerary to be announced 

Day 4 – Community Immersion 
Community immersion sites in Metro Manila to be announced 

Day 5 – Plenary Presentations 
Day 6 – Presentation of Project Proposals for Small Community Project 
 
Who Should Apply: 
Thirty (30) slots will be opened to young professionals for participation in the 
2009 YP Workshop activities. 
Target Participants: 
 Young professionals, 21 to 40 years old, and practicing Architecture, 

Engineering (Civil, Geodetic, Sanitary, Mechanical, Electrical), or 
Environmental Planning 

 3rd-5th year undergrad students and graduate students (in disciplines 
mentioned above) 

 Young Professionals in Local Government Units, Non-Government 
Organizations, and Private Architectural, Engineering and Planning Firms 

 As much as possible, an equal number of male and female applicants 
will be selected as workshop participants. 

 
Criteria for selection of YP Workshop participants: 
Level A:  willingness to work with urban poor communities; strong inclination to 

go into community development work; and openness to learn and 
practice alternative development approaches in housing 

Level B:  high level of consciousness about housing issues; experience in 
working with urban poor communities; and experience in working 
on socialized housing projects 

Level C: commitment to go into community development work 
 
For more information, please contact the YP Workshop Coordinators, Ge Matabang or Rosalyn Marcelo at 441-0998 / 436-7301 or 
email ypws@tao-pilipinas.org. 

 
The 2009 YP Workshop Theme: 
“Wat-San in Social Housing: Improving 
Access to Water Supply and Sanitation for 
Urban Poor Communities” 
 

Water and sanitation are basic requirements to a healthy and 
dignified living. Yet worldwide, around 900 million people still rely on 
unimproved drinking-water supplies and 2.5 billion people still remain 
without improved sanitation facilities (WHO-UNICEF). It is typically 
urban poor areas and informal settlements that have the most 
unreliable access to water and sanitation (wat-san) services. Addressing 
the lack of access to wat-san services also addresses a host of concerns 
related to health, education, gender equality, economic productivity, and 
disaster management. For the poor, adequate and safe water supplies 
mean direct health benefits and time saved which they can use to study 
or for productive activities to earn more (especially for women). Hygienic 
sanitation also protects them from health risks and exposure to 
environmental hazards since many of the areas where the poor live are 
vulnerable to floods and contamination from polluted water.  
 

Access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation facilities are 
issues that have always emerged in the YP Workshops’ community 
consultations since we started the training program in 2005. Constantly 
identified as a problem area in social housing projects, the lack of wat-
san services keep these communities, even with the provision of core 
housing units, blighted and unsustainable. How can designers 
successfully integrate wat-san issues in social housing? What low-cost 
design interventions can be applied to improve access to wat-san 
services in urban poor communities? What existing community resources 
can be tapped to prevent negative environmental and health impacts 
arising from unsafe water and unhygienic living conditions? These are 
just some of the questions participants will try to address as we focus on 
wat-san issues for this year’s YP Orientation Workshop on Social 
Housing. The YP Workshop aims to provide a learning opportunity for 
young architects, engineers, and planners and explore sustainable 
solutions through participatory, bottom-up approaches and direct 
community interaction. 

Application Requirements and Procedure: 
Application for the 2009 YP Workshop must include the following: 
1. Completed Application Form, including Needs Assessment Form; 
2. Completed Referee Report Form (professional or academic referees);  
3. Interview by TAO-Pilipinas 
 
Send all application materials to: 
Geraldine R. Matabang 
Young Professionals Program Coordinator 
TAO-Pilipinas, Inc. 27A Matiyaga St., Bgy Central, Diliman, Quezon City 
Deadline for receipt of application is on August 31, 2009. 
Shortlisted YP workshop participants will be contacted for interview 
before September 11, 2009. 
 
Registration Fee: PhP 6,000.00 
The registration fee includes all sessions in the 6-day program, venue 
and lodging, meals and refreshments, transportation to and from the 
community immersion sites, and workshop materials unless otherwise 
noted. Payments must be received by September 25, 2009 to ensure 
your registration (assuming that you have completed all application 
requirements). 
Sponsored Participation: 
A limited number of applicants (especially students) will be considered 
for sponsorship covering workshop registration fees. (Applicants must 
indicate in their application forms if they are requesting sponsorship.) 
Sponsored participants are required to render 160 hours of volunteer 
work or OJT work (without allowance) for TAO projects within the period 
October 2009 to March 2010. If the sponsored participant is unable to 
fulfil this obligation, he/she shall repay TAO-Pilipinas the full registration 
fee of PhP6,000. 
Cancellation Policy: 
Cancellations requested on/before September 24, 2009 are eligible for 
refund minus a PhP500 administrative fee. Cancellations requested 
on/after September 25, 2009 will forfeit the entire registration fee. 
Substitutions are allowed on a case-by-case basis at TAO-Pilipinas’ 
discretion. In instances when a workshop is rescheduled or cancelled, 
TAO-Pilipinas will fully refund the registration fee, but is not responsible 
for other costs incurred. 
 

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 


